Anesthesia information management systems as a cost containment tool.
Anesthesia information management systems (AIMS) have uses that extend far beyond automatic anesthesia record-keeping. After initial experience with the development of monitoring technology, the Department of Anesthesiology at Duke University Medical Center, Durham, North Carolina, began the installation of the Arkive anesthesia information management system in 1987. The system was installed hospital-wide in 1992. AIMS played an integral role in determining the cost of pharmaceutical agents used during an anesthetic procedure. Clinicians targeted areas of high cost in which anesthetic practice could be modified. Establishment of an educational program followed by the institution of practice guidelines allowed for an annualized savings of more than $900,000 on drug costs with no effect on the quality of care provided. Future generations of AIMS need to be more fully integrated into hospital information management systems.